[Febrile syndrome in an elderly patient].
Fever in the elderly as compared with young adults has a clinical expression, prevalence, and diagnosis that require a specific type of evaluation. The significance of fever in the elderly gains importance with the increase of the population's age and it must be considered an alarm signal in these patients. Etiologically, the primary cause of prolonged fever with unspecific origin in this population, is arteritis of giant cells, followed by (according to epidemiological environment) tuberculosis and hematological neoplasias. There is no consensus on diagnostic approaches, but it is essential to take great care in the process due to risk associated with invasive tests and low tolerance to them.